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WELCOME TO PAPATOETOE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
“CREATING AND PURSUING OPPORTUNITIES”

Téna koutou katoa to all our whanau and incoming tamariki.

Life as an educator, if you know it's your calling, is a state of being. | love my job and I'm deeply passionate about what education can
do. Seeing our young people realise their potential at the coalface is an absolute privilege.

Stepping into the principalship at Papatoetoe Intermediate is an exciting new chapter. Our school has a long and rich history. We
celebrate our roots, our community history, the staff and students who have passed through these doors, and those who have gone on
to be high achievers in their fields.

Intermediate education is one of the most rewarding places to be - | love itt My own recollection of my intermediate years is filled with
pure fun - doing lots of different things, giving everything a go, and making the absolute most of what was offered. | broke an arm,
played in the band, tried table tennis and went on a trip to the Beehive and volunteered at a kindy - my first taste of teaching. It is a
unique, fast-paced, two-year window where young people aren't just learning subijects; they are becoming the “authors of their own
destinies.”

These two years bring immense change as children move from childhood into adolescence. It's a time of considerable physical, social,
and emotional growth. Their energy, when tapped into properly, is electric. But with all that rapid growth can alse come moments of
turbulence, change, and self-doubt.

That is why intermediate school works best when it is a true team effort. Education is a partnership. We need our parents, whanau,
and wider community actively involved - whether that's through our 3-Way Reporfing Conferences, fono, hui, school events, or daily
routines. When home and school are in sync, our tamariki flourish. We operate an open-door policy, and we welcome open, respectful
dialogue, honesty, and connection.

At Papatoetoe Intermediate, our culture is built on unapologetically high expectations. Expectation is the strong belief that something
awesome will happen. We maintain high standards for behaviour, expecting our tamariki to treat others with kindness and respect, wear
their uniform with pride, turn up on time, and do the right thing even when no one is watching.

Academic progress is at the heart of what we do, and learning starts with showing up. We provide a well-rounded, holistic curriculum
- stretching minds, offering STEAM, coding, and robotics provisions, and ensuring every student makes accelerated progress over their
two years here to become self-motivated, life-long learners.

Growth doesn’t happen in your comfort zone, so we expect our students to take risks and give things a go. Whether through the Arts,
Technology, sports, or specialist subjects, we want our kids climbing, performing, experimenting, and creating. Mistakes are just stepping
stones in the learning process - the courage to try is the necessary ingredient.

Intermediate passes by in the blink of an eye, and we want our learners seizing every single opportunity that comes their way. From
cultural groups and academic challenges to leadership roles, we expect our students to grab what's on offer with both hands.

Above all, we want our tamariki to know they are supported, valued, and that they belong. When a child feels a deep sense of
commitment and belonging to their school - Papatoetoe Intermediate - they stand tall, show up for their friends and themselves, and
build a school culture we can all be proud of.

To our incoming students and whanau, get ready for an awesome couple of years. Give it your absolute all, try everything, and let's
make these two years count.

My door is always open. I'm looking forward to working alongside you as we help write this next exciting chapter for your child together.

Naku nog, ng,

Ben Hutchings

Principal | Papatoetoe Intermediate School
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CREATING AND PURSUING OPPORTUNITIES
CAPABLE STAFF; EMPOWERING STUDENTS

Year 8 students return to school on Thursday 28th January 2027 at 8.30 a.m.
Year 7 students and any new Year 8 students begin with a Powhiri on Friday 29th January 2027 at 8.45 a.m.

Arrival

School gates open at 8.00 a.m.

Students need to be in their classrooms by 8.30 a.m., so they are ready for the morning karakia and to start their
school day at 8.45 a.m.

Bell Times

Breakfast Club in the Food Technology room from 8.00 a.m.

8.00 - 8.30 a.m.

8.30 - 8.45 a.m. Home Room time/checking rolls/notices
8.45 a.m. Start of school day - karakia

8.45 - 9.35 a.m. Period 1

9.35 - 10.25 a.m. Period 2

10.25 - 10.50 a.m.
10.50 - 11.05 a.m.

11.05 - 11.55 a.m.
11.55 - 12.45 p.m.

Break 1 — 25 minutes
Break 1 — Morning eating
Period 3

Period 4

12.45 - 1.10 p.m. Break 2 - 25 minutes
1.10 - 1.20 p.m. Break 2 - eating

1.20 - 2.10 p.m. Period 5

2.10 - 3.00 p.m. Period 6

3.00 p.m. End of School Day

Costs

We charge ‘no’ school fees. Our school does receive the MoE subsidy, and all costs are subsidized. The only costs
to families are travel expenses for trips, camps and EOTC [Education Outside the Classroom]. We aim to request no

more than $20.00 per term [with exception of Camp Week in 2028, and EOTC Week in 2027]. Our aim is to have
all students attend field trips etc. and so have some options regarding payments.

EOTC Week is held in each ‘odd’ year and Camp Week is held in each ‘even’ year.
School Camp will therefore be held for all students in 2028.

AH'e n d ANCe - Every student at school every day

Parents/Caregivers, by law, must ensure their children attend school. Schools are required, by law, to check all
absences from school. Therefore, we must have a note or medical certificate to explain a child’s absence.

A phone call, text or an email to your child’s class teacher or to, student.rec@papint.school.nz or admin@papint.school.
nz, advising us of an absence is appreciated, because, it helps us account for the whereabouts of students each day
and increases the safety of your child.

Our school automatically sends texts [by 10.30 a.m. each day], to caregivers if a child is not at school and the family
has not informed the school of the reason for their absence. This is to ensure student safety, and we ask parents to be
diligent in responding.

In cases of concerning attendance an Engagement Worker [EWIS] may visit your home fo inquire how we can support
your child to attend regularly.




Bicycles/Skateboards/Scooters

Our school has a bike track and bikes for students to use. Students are encouraged to cycle to school. Safety
checks are provided for every bike. We have a secure compound to store these. It is however the responsibility
of students to chain their bike; scooter or skateboard to the stands provided. Parents are expected to ensure their
children have and wear helmets that meet the required safety standards.

Bus Travel

Bus services are currently organised through Auckland Transport — [subleased to Ritchies]. A bus route schedule
and contract will be issued at the beginning of the year. This can be subject to change several times during the
year. School buses leave from Great South Road by 3.10 p.m. each day, [except for specially nofified occasions].

Students must not eat or drink on the bus and must maintain a high quality of behaviour. Those who do not meet
expectations may not be able to use this service.

Cell Phones

Students are not allowed cell phones during the school day. Cell phones must be handed in each day
and collected at the end of the day. Cell phones are kept in a secure class security box that is kept in the School
Office. -

Students not handing in phénes and having/using them during school hours may have them confiscated or banned
from having them at school.

Communication

We welcome Parents/Whéanau and encourage them to make appointments to discuss any concerns or questions
about their children at school. This can be done directly with the teacher or through the Office.

Senior school leaders [Deputy and Associate Principals and SENCo] also invite Parents/Whanau who may wish
to discuss requests, questions, or concerns.

We ensure regular contact with Parents/Whanau through our school newsletters which are emailed fortnightly. In
addition, each class has a termly newsletter. We also have a school website www.papint.school. nz Occasionally
urgent messages are sent via Facebook, text message or via Edge

Our school also provides several ways to help parents/families get to know classroom teachers and staff
members. These include — Powhiri, BBQ and Performance Nights, Information Evenings, 3 Way Conference and
the Community Cultural Evenings; Hui and Fono.

Curriculum

Ovur curriculum is made up of all the essential learning areas; English, Mathematics and Stafistics, Science, Health,
Social Studies including Aotearoa NZ Histories and Te Ao Maori, and Digital Technologies along with Arts
[Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Music] and Technology [Hard Materials, Soft Materials, Foods, Design]. Students
also have the provision to be involved with learning another language during Cultural Acodemles and Enrichment
Programmes:

Teaching is learner-focused; promoting active involvement by students in setfing learning goals and supporting
our sfudents fo be authors of their own learning pathways. Parents/ Whanau are asked to work in conjunction
with teachers, supporting them to maintain positive and productive communication.

Dates

Included is a single sheet with the 2027 Term Dates. The School Calendar is updated regulquy on the School
Website and also the noticeboard on Great South Road.




Devices

There are chrome books available for every student to use in classes. Access to the school internet is approved
once:

1. The parent/caregiver provides written permission.

2. The student completes a cyber safety training and signs the agreement.

Enrolments °
We can only accept students living in our school zone other than students enrolled in the Tironui Music School, or
International Students. The Enrolment Scheme and school zone can be found on our school website.

Papatoetoe Intermediate School is a signatory of the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International
Students. We do not provide homestays. All information is available on our school website.

Equity

Our school endeavours to ensure all students can access all opportunities. If you need support — please contact
our office.

ol

IF you would like to help and support other students, please contact our Deputy Principals,
Donna Young — donnay@papint.school.nz

Gareth Fletcher - garethf@papint.school.nz

Sanjeev Kumar - sanjeevk@papint.school.nz or

Nawinta Prasad - nawintap@papint.school.nz

Free Lunches in Schools

Papatoetoe Intermediate School Board hopes to be able to continue to provide food for our students in 2027.
Lunch is delivered to classes just prior to our lunch eating time. To organise the correct food, for each student, every
day of each term, families will be asked to complete and return a questionnaire about dietary needs.

Students receiving lunches will only need to bring a drink of water each day to school. Students will continue to be
offered a healthy ‘brain’ snack at .30 a.m. and fruit each day.

Papatoetoe Intermediate School is a ‘water’ only school. No other drinks allowed

Internet Safety

Students’ use of the internet via their school Google account is always monitored, whether they are at school or
at home. If students are using the internet in inappropriate ways a notification will be sent to their Whanau Leader.
The matter will be investigated and whanau notified.




Kapa Haka

We have a strong kapa haka group for students and their families to join. Participation is not limited to just Maori
students — all are welcome. Students are expected to attend after-school and Saturday practices.

Kids Can/Fruit In Schools

We are very lucky to be supported by ‘KidsCan’ and ‘Fruit in Schools’.

Our students have available to them all year round a black jacket, shoes and socks, fresh fruit, daily, and brain
snacks.

Monitoring Student Wellbeing

Our school uses 'PULSE’ to help monitor Student Wellbeing. Students are sent an electronic ‘check in” where they
can identify their current state of wellbeing and if necessary, ask for help. PULSE is monitored by school leaders
and teachers and follow-up provided within the week. Students sometimes receive additional support with our

Social Worker in School (SWIS).

Students can report bullying at any time to teachers or senior leaders or through PULSE. We encourage students,
and whanau, to speak with or email teachers or Whanau Leaders if they have concerns about their child’s safety
or wellbeing. ! '

School Board

Our School Board ‘governs’ the school direction and works closely with and to support the Principal who is
responsible for day to day management of our school. They meet at least 8 times a year. Meetings take place in
the main Meeting Room [entrance off Great South Road] and meeting dates and times are advertisedtin our School
Newsletter and on our School Website.

Members of the public, who wish to attend, are most welcome. Members of the public who attend do not have
speaking rights unless invited to speak. We encourage you to notify the Board Chair or Board Secretary — Barbara
Ferregel [barbaraf@papint.school.nz ] prior to the meeting, if you would like to speak.

If you wish to view the agenda for a Board meeting it can be obtained from the office on the Wednesday before
the meeting. Minutes of the Board meetings are available on our school website, after they have been ratified at
a Board meeting.




School Camp - 2028

Dates to be confirmed.
Students attend camp in their Whanau Groups.

A newsletter will be circulated early in 2028 advising families of the approximate cost of the Camp.

Security Gates

Our school has security gates. This is fo increase school security and student safety. There is access at the gate by
speaker to the reception for emergencies. To protect our children please do not drive into the gateway or school
grounds to drop off or pick up your child. Whanau can only use the Great South Road entrance during the school
day.

Sickness and Accidents

Minor accidents are attended to by staff members who hold a current First Aid Certificate. In the cases of accident

or illness of a more serious nature, parents are notified as soon as passible. In cases of extreme emergency, and

on occasions when parents or nominated caregivers cannot be contacted, the staff will determine what should
best be done to care for your child. All staff members receive regular first aid training to support their work with
our students.

Please ensure emergency contact details and medical information are reviewed and always kept up to date.
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The ‘STAR’ Way
We are a 'STAR’ School. Our expectations are based around SAFETY, TRUST, ATTITUDE and RESPECT.

Papatoetoe Intermediate School students are expected to always behave well showing courteous, thoughtful,
and responsible behaviour. We ask them to speak and act in ways that they would be happy for their parents/
caregivers to observe and be told about. Behaviour which is normally regarded as offensive or against the laws
of New Zealand is not accepted.

Our students receive 'STAR’ points for being a ‘STAR’ student. The STAR Award is drawn at Assembly.

Sports

We offer a range of sporting codes. Students must sign up to participate. Practices are often held out of school
times. We always need whanau support for coaching and management of teams.

Sports Academy - for the last 5 years the students in the Sports Academy have’attended Sports Camp in
September of each year. We plan to continue this in 2027.

Stationery .

With this Prospectus you will receive a single sheet of paper listing your child’s stationery requirements. Stationery
must be bought before the first day of school. It is important that every stationery item is marked with your child’s
name before school starts. Stationery Packs will be available from our School Office for approximately $25.00.

Stationery remains in the class over the holidays and is used over the two-years students spend at our school.
Parents/Whanau will need to replace items as they are used.
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Sfudenf Leaders

Student leadership is a feature at Papatoetoe Intermediate School. Student Leaders are appointed in class and across
the school. They attend meetings where they discuss issues under the guidance of a senior staff member. Student
House Group Leaders apply for their positions in writing and undergo a vigorous interview process at the end of
each year.

Head Leaders, Whanau Group Leaders and House Group Leaders are announced at our end of year Supreme Prize
Giving in December.

All Year 8 students receive Leadership Responsibility Badges, indicating areas of responsibility. Replacement badges
must be purchased if they @re lost. Students are expected to wear these badges each day.

Valuables

Valuable Items may be put into the class security box which is secured in the office. The school cannot take
responsibility for items of value — e.g. money or cell phones that go missing or damaged if they have not been placed
in the locked class security box. s

Students must put their cell phones in the security box.

Uniform

With this Prospectus you will receive a single sheet of paper listing your child’s uniform requirements while they are at
Papatoetoe Intermediate School. The school has a very small number of second-hand uniforms.

We are very lucky to be supported by KidsCan. Our students have available to them all year round a black jacket,
black lace up shoes and socks. If your child requires any of these items, they only need to ask at our School Office.

At the end of Year 8, students are encouraged to donate at least one uniform item, in good condition, back to the
school.

Students must have ‘safe’ shoes; crocs, jandals and dress sandals are not allowed.
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